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Spy In The Camp The Scunthorpe Telegraph gets the
lowdown on the Iron’s next
opponents from one of their fans

With Butler at the back Saddlers
should serve up a mid-table finish
Wa l s a l l
Rob Davies explains
why, despite an up and
down start to the
season, Saddlers
fans are the
most optimistic
they’ve been
in years.

Q The Saddlers started
the season as one of the

favourites for the drop, do
fans fear it could be a long
season?

A On the contrary, I think
the beginning of this sea-

son has seen Walsall fans at
their most optimistic for a
number of years.

This is because of the impact
that Dean Smith has had since
he took over from Chris Hutch-
ings in January 2011.

We were certainties for
relegation when he took over,
but he turned things around
so dramatically we were able
to survive, in the end relatively
comfortably, on the final day of
the season.

Although we were helped by
P ly m o u t h ’s points deduction,
this has not impacted on
the optimism around the
cl u b.

In fact, it has led many
Walsall fans, myself included,
to feel confident we will stay
well clear of the drop this
season and achieve mid-table
re s p e c t ab i l i t y.

Q The first month of the
campaign looks to have

been a bit up and down, is
that a fair way to describe
it?

A That is a fair assessment.
In all our league games

during August we took the
lead, but only went on to win
t w i c e.

The biggest disappointment
was losing after being two
goals in front away from home
against a very good Sheffield
United team.

I put this down to a lack of
self-belief from the players as
they try to sit back and defend
our lead way too early in the
game, thus inviting pressure
onto us instead of trying to
kill the game off by keeping
possession of the ball.

Three defeats in the last three
games will only have knocked
confidence even more.

Q Just how remarkable
was their resurgence

last season? During January
they looked almost dead and
buried. What was the cata-
lyst to their climb?

AWe were eight points
away from safety when

Hutchings was finally sacked
in early January.

The catalyst to our safety can
be put down to a variety of
reasons, not least the fact we
had hit rock bottom and had
nothing else left to lose for the
rest of the season.

Smith’s arrival wiped the
slate clean and in effect, our
season started the day he took
ove r.

I was so happy to see the back
of Hutchings and his awful
kick-and-rush style of play that
I’m sure the players felt the
same way and it was like start-
ing afresh under Dean Smith.

If I had to point to one
particular game that gave us
more self-belief, that would
be when we thrashed fellow
strugglers Bristol Rovers 6-1 at
h o m e.

We never really looked back
after that.

Q Former Iron defender
Andy Butler was made

captain of the club during
the summer. He’s impressed
at the Banks’s Stadium
h a s n’t he?

A The two best things (a lot
of people will say the only

good things) Hutchings did
when he was in charge at
Walsall was bring back our
goalkeeper Jimmy Walker and
sign Andy Butler from Hud-
dersfield Town.

Butler has been nothing
short of immense since he
came to the club.

He was voted player of the
season and, quite rightly, was
then given the captaincy
during the summer.

The fans have really taken a
shine to him because of the
spirit, commitment, and pas-
sion he shows during
m at ch e s.

They love him so much that
during the last home game of
last season against Charlton
they sang the Andy Butler song
(der, der, der, der Andy Butler)
for most of the second-half,
much to his obvious embar-
rassment.

Q Dean Smith suggested
this week he is not

looking to rush into the
loan market, do fans think
they need to strengthen
a ny wh e r e ?

A Our inability to hold on to
a lead makes me believe

we need a more experienced
pro in the centre of midfield
with Richard Taundry.

There is also an obvious lack
of creativity which could be
solved by a better quality
partner for Macken or a couple
of wingers with ability to cross
the ball, something our
current wingers seem not to
p o s s e s s.

Q Like the Iron, the
Saddlers have had a

decent spell in the second
tier inside the past 10 or so
years. Is achieving the same
again a realistic ambition
for them?

A There were a lot of sim-
ilarities with Scun-

thor pe’s and Walsall’s stay in
the second tier. We both av-

erage more or less the same
attendances and have a very
similar history in terms of
(lack of) success.

I firmly believe we can repeat
our success in the second tier
as our last period of success
came totally out of the blue.

We were tipped for relegation
when Sir Ray Graydon took
over, but we ended up being
p ro m o t e d .

It doesn’t take much to build
a promotion-winning team
from this division, but being
able to progress from there
takes a lot of money –
something Walsall, and pre-
sumably Scunthorpe, do not
p o s s e s s.

QWhere will Saturday's
game be won or lost?

A I always find this ques-
tion difficult to answer as

it is impossible to pinpoint ex-
actly what aspect of the game
will result in a win or a loss.

However, I will take a stab
and say it will be in midfield.

Walsall need to take control
of more games and as this
game is at home we will be
expected to do this.

If Adam Chambers has a good
game then we will win, if not
then I think it will be a 0-0 draw
and possibly the most boring
game of the season so far.

QAnything else you want
to add?

A Due to our incongruously
huge stand behind one

goal the atmosphere at home
games seems to be virtually
non-existent, even at the best of
t i m e s.

As many Walsall fans tend to
be a very negative bunch and
we having lost our last three
games then if Scunthorpe
score early expect to feel the
atmosphere in the crowd get
even worse.

I am trying to change this
negativity by running a web-
site that celebrates the joys
of being a Walsall fan.

It is available to read here:
http://the gilbertalsop.word-
p re s s. c o m

FANS’ FAVOURITE: Former Iron defender Andy Butler, seen here celebrating his goal at Notts County last month with
Saddlers striker Jon Macken, was voted Walsall’s player of the season in 2010/11, despite only spending the second half of
the campaign at the Banks’s Stadium

Iron in brief

Duffy is keen to
put serious injury
firmly in the past
Grateful as he is to have been
given a chance at Scunthorpe
United, Shane Duffy is just as
happy to be playing any kind of
fo o t b a l l .

The on-loan Everton defend-
er was forced to take a new
perspective on life after a suf-
fering life-threatening injury
two years ago.

The Irishman damaged his
liver after colliding with goal-
keeper Adrian Walsh while on
international duty.

“You look at things differ-
ently after that,” said Duffy.

“It was two summers ago
when I was with the Ireland
senior squad.

“I collided with the goalkeep-
er, ripped my liver and I lost
three litres of blood.

“I nearly passed away.
“I was unconscious for a

week and it did look like I
might not play again.

“I was supposed to be out for
six or seven months and came
back after three.

“I shouldn’t have done really
– it was too quick.

“But I think I’ve put that be-
hind me.

“I just don’t focus on it any-
more, I just concentrate on the
p i t ch . ”

Injured defender Cliff Byrne
could be playing reserve team
football before the end of the
month after a trip to see a
specialist about his back
p ro bl e m .

The Iron club captain has
been sidelined with the injury
since January, but has now
been given the go ahead to re-
turn to full training after a
frustrating eight months.

He is unlikely though to be
considered for a first-team
place until November at the
early test.

Byrne gets green
light for training

Jimmy Ryan admits he is tak-
ing time to adjust to playing
wide for the Iron.

At Accrington Stanley the
talented playmaker feature
centrally in a three-man mid-
field.

But he is getting more ac-
customed to the role with every
game he plays.

“I’ve had to adjust to play on
the right hand side a bit but I’m
sure after a few more matches
I’ll have got my bearings right
and I can get nearer my best.

“I think I am playing well but
t h e re ’s always room for im-
p rove m e n t . ”

Ryan still to find
bearings out wide

WELL RID: Few fans were sad to see
Chris Hutchings given the boot

GRATEFUL: Defender Shane Duffy
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